Is chronic widespread pain biographically disruptive?
This article draws on findings from a study of eight people (aged 40-60) with chronic widespread pain and their families, living in the West Midlands area of the UK. Data were generated through a series of in-depth interviews, based on a lifegrid and on participants' diaries. We explore the experience of chronic widespread pain in the context of sufferers' biographies, examining how people attempt to account for and give meaning to their pain onset and development and how they remake identity following disruption to their lives. We use these accounts to consider whether chronic widespread pain is biographically disruptive, or whether any of the alternative notions better describe the experience. We conclude that the consideration of context in biographical disruption should extend to lifestage and perceived life expectancy.